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Abstract:

This field study explores the pervasive social stigma experienced by individuals with
substance use disorders and its profound repercussions on social integration. Drawing
upon qualitative research methods, including interviews and observations, this study
delves into the lived experiences of drug addicts and the perspectives of relevant
stakeholders within the community. The research aims to illuminate the multifaceted
nature of stigma, examining its manifestations across various domains such as
employment, housing, healthcare, and interpersonal relationships.

Findings reveal a complex web of social exclusion and discrimination faced by drug
addicts, perpetuated by stereotypes, misconceptions, and fear. The stigma surrounding
addiction creates significant barriers to social integration, hindering access to
employment opportunities, stable housing, and supportive social networks. Moreover,
the internalization of societal stigma often leads to feelings of shame, guilt, and self-
isolation among individuals struggling with substance use disorders.

Despite these challenges, the study identifies resilience and strategies for coping with
stigma among participants. Supportive relationships, peer networks, and access to
addiction treatment services emerge as crucial factors in promoting social inclusion and
facilitating recovery. Additionally, community-based initiatives and advocacy efforts
play a vital role in challenging stigma and fostering a more compassionate and inclusive
society.

This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the intersection between social
stigma and social integration for drug addicts, highlighting the urgent need for targeted
interventions and policy reforms to address systemic barriers and promote equity and
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dignity for all individuals affected by substance use disorders. By amplifying the voices
of those directly impacted by stigma, this study advocates for a more empathetic and
supportive approach to addiction treatment and recovery within communities.
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