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Abstract

This Research Examines The Topic Of Education In The Thirteen American
Colonies Prior To Independence, Analyzing The Development Of Educational Systems
Across The Three Colonial Regions—New England, The Middle Colonies, And The
Southern Colonies—Within Their Distinct Religious, Social, And Economic Contexts.
The Study Reveals That Education Was Far From Uniform; Rather, It Reflected The
Structural And Cultural Diversity Of Colonial Societies And The Differing Priorities
And Objectives That Shaped Them.

In New England, Education Was Relatively Organized And Public, Driven Largely
By Religious And Puritan Motivations. Public Schools Were Established Early On,
And Legislation Such As The “Old Deluder Satan Act” Promoted Literacy To Enable
Individuals To Read The Bible. In The Middle Colonies, Education Was Marked By
Cultural And Religious Pluralism, Resulting In A Diverse Model That Included
Denominational, Charitable, And Private Schools. By Contrast, Education In The
South Remained Confined To The Aristocracy, Relying Heavily On Home Instruction,
With A Near Absence Of Public Schooling And Widespread Neglect Of The
Education Of Enslaved People And The Poor.

The Research Also Explores The Role Of Education In Shaping The Political And
Intellectual Elites Who Led The American Revolution. It Highlights How Schools And
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Colleges Functioned As Platforms For Disseminating Enlightenment Ideals, Popular
Sovereignty, And Human Rights, Thereby Fostering A Collective Awareness That
Helped Pave The Way For Independence.
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