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Suraht Aal-E-Imran as a Pragmatic Space: An Analysis of the Hidden
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Abstract

This study explores the concept of conversational implicature—specifically the
particularized, covert type—within Surah Aal-E-Imran. This form of implicature
refers to the deep, implicit meanings that require intellectual engagement to
uncover the speaker’s intent. The choice of Surah Aal-E-Imran stems from its
eloquent depiction of the conditions of the People of the Book, polytheists, and
hypocrites, conveyed through a layered, symbolic language that conceals within it
an endless array of meanings—drawing the recipient into the realm of
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interpretation.

The research, titled “Surah Aal-E-Imran as a Pragmatic Space: An Analysis of
Particularized Covert Conversational Implicature,” begins by outlining the concept
and types of this implicature. This is followed by a central section on Grice’s
Cooperative Principle, which is clarified and then analyzed through its four
maxims: quantity, quality, relevance, and manner. Each maxim is examined in a
dedicated section, supported by appropriate examples drawn from Surah Aal-E-
Imran, all within the framework of modern pragmatic theory.

The study concludes that particularized covert conversational implicature
comprises the hidden meanings and intended messages embedded within rhetorical
and stylistic devices. These mechanisms guide the recipient, persuade them, and
create psychological and spiritual impact through suggestion and implication rather
than direct statement. Ultimately, the analysis reveals the remarkable rhetorical
sophistication of the Qur'anic discourse in addressing the human intellect through
multi-layered meanings and rich interpretive potential.

Keywords: Implicature , Dialogic, Specific, Implicit, Al-Imran
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