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Digital Technology and the Reconfiguration of Social Deviations: Theoretical
Insights
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Abstract

In today's interconnected world, the widespread use of the internet necessitates
understanding the factors that influence individuals' ability to maintain a balanced
relationship with technology. Internet use is recognized as a highly influential
factor in people's lives. The internet's proliferation has significantly expanded the
scope of ethically deviant behaviors in digital spaces. A deep understanding of
online behavior patterns that violate prevailing societal ethical standards, and
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reliance on a conceptual theoretical framework for these behaviors a broad
behavioral framework encompassing diverse actions offers valuable insights for
effectively identifying, preventing, and addressing these deviant behaviors in
digital contexts. Focusing on social deviance from a social learning perspective to
understand deviance in cyberspace, this theoretical model helps stakeholders better
understand and address these behaviors. It also facilitates the development of
targeted digital ethics education initiatives aimed at enhancing individuals' moral
awareness and self-control, thereby mitigating the potential psychological and
physical harm resulting from such behaviors. Clearly, ethical issues have become
crucial topics in the study of digital behaviors. The key components of this model
include behaviors such as Internet plagiarism, trolling, cyberbullying, online
harassment, academic misconduct, online cheating, and flaming. | argue that this
model of online moral deviance is not rigid but rather adaptable, allowing for the
inclusion, merger, or exclusion of various forms of deviance as needed. For
example, behaviors such as spreading rumors and online exclusion can be
understood as subsets of cyberbullying. Any digital behavior that meets the defined
criteria for deviance can be included. The research findings provide a scientific
basis for policymakers, educators, and technology platforms to improve strategies
for managing online behavior.

Keywords: Excessive use of digital technology, cyber deviance, social learning
theory, digital environments, social media
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