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Abstract

This research addresses the topic of the symbolic representations of the female
body, seeking to analyze how the female body is reconstructed as a social and
cultural symbol rather than merely a biological given. Different cultures project
diverse systems of meaning onto the female body, associated with fertility, honor,
identity, power, ideals of beauty, and mechanisms of social control. The study also

illustrates how the female body is invested in rituals, myths, and religious and
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media discourses as a site for the reproduction of dominant values and norms.
Cultural anthropology emphasizes that these representations are neither fixed nor
universal, but rather historical and mutable, shaped by structural forces such as
patriarchy, colonial legacies, globalization, and contemporary social
transformations.
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