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Abstract

This study investigates the pragmatic strategies and stylistic devices presented in
Imam Ridha's Golden Letter, aiming to elucidate how these components enhance the
letter's thematic depth and to show out the way that Imam Ridha exploited to draw on
the Qur'an to aid his argument. The study hypothesizes that explicit pragmatic
strategies—such as politeness, speech acts, and reference—alongside stylistic
devices like metaphor, parallelism, and repetition, are employed strategically
throughout the text. A pragma-stylistic analysis of selected excerpts reveals key
findings: a dominant use of metaphor enriches the text, comparing the human body to
intricate systems; parallelism and repetition contribute to its rhythmic quality and
emphasize essential points; directive and assertive speech acts provide guidance and
effectively communicate facts. The study emphasizes the functional use of language

in persuasion, instruction and information distribution. Furthermore, implicit politeness
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strategies based on shared knowledge and respect for tradition are prevalent.

Anaphora and other rhetorical methods increase this letter's effect; references to
conventional Islamic procedures highlight its cultural and historical background.
Hence, rhetorical effectiveness is ultimately enhanced by this research, which offers
insightful valuable insights into Imam Ridha's communication style and the broader
implications of language use in religious discourse, ultimately enriching our

understanding of his rhetorical efficacy.

Key words: Imam Ridha, politeness, pragma-stylistic analysis, the Golden
Letter
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Introduction .\

‘Background of Imam Ridha and the 'Golden Letter .\.\

The eighth Shiite Imam, Imam Ridha was born in Medina in the year 766 CE.
His time as an Imam overlapped with a tumultuous period within the Abbasid
Caliphate, marked by both civil war and rising Sunni versus Shiite infighting. As one
of the most examined Muslim figures, Imam Ridha received very little attention in this
regard, and although he was more than an intellectual figure; rather known as a
scholar and knowledge-seeker, at the same time he would propagate what he
believed were humane values that needed to be utilized within Islamic communities. It
puts him in place to both shape religious thought and manage the multi-phased

power games of this era. (Sachedina, 1998, p. 59)

Among the most important events of Imam Ridha's life is his letter to Ma'mun,
the Abbasid Caliph. That prompted an exchange, which culminated in the letter best
known as the 'Golden Letter'; a critical document that epitomizes reflects both
theological insights and political maneuvering. In this letter, Ma'mun extended an
invitation to Imam Ridha to serve as his heir apparent—a proposal aimed at
legitimizing his rule through association with a respected religious leader. The present
research aims at finding the utilized pragmatic strategies that enhance the theme of
this letter and showing out the stylistic devices that are highly relied upon. It is
hypothesized that explicit pragmatic strategies such as politeness, speech acts, and
reference and stylistic devices such as metaphor, parallelism, and repetition are

presented explicitly.

1.2 Purpose and Significance of the study
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A pragma-stylistic analysis of Imam Ridha's Golden Letter can provide valuable

insights into his communication style, his rhetorical strategies, and the impact of his
message on his audience.
We can gain a better understanding of Imam Ridha's use of language to inspire, educ
ate, and persuade by looking at the text's linguistic elements, including word choice,

sentence structure, and figurative language. Based on this gap in the literature, the

following research questions could be explored:

1. Pragmatic strategies: How does Imam Ridha employ pragmatic devices such
as speech act, positive and negative politeness, and reference?

2. Stylistics strategies: How does Imam Ridha use metaphor, simile, and
repetition to enhance the persuasiveness of his message?

3. Intertextuality: How does Imam Ridha draw on previous Islamic texts, such as

the Qur'an to support his arguments and establish his authority?

As such, the study aims to identifying the pragmatic strategies employed,
highlighting the stylistic devices that enhance the message's persuasiveness and
showing out the way that Imam Ridha exploited to draw on the Qur'an to aid his

argument.
2. Literature Review

It is noticed that previous researches on Imam Ridha's writings have largely
focused on their theological, philosophical, and ethical dimensions. Scholars have
examined his perspectives on various issues, including Islamic jurisprudence,
medicinal herbs (Azarpour, 2014, p. 2), and ethics (Salam, 2021, p. 67) . However,
there exists a notable gap in the exploration of the linguistic aspects of Imam Ridha's
texts, especially stylistic and pragmatic aspects. While the content is scrutinized, the

specific stylistic and pragmatic techniques that Imam Ridha employed to convey his
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messages have not received adequate attention. A pragma-stylistic analysis of the

Golden Letter could reveal valuable insights into his communication style and

rhetorical effectiveness.
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Methodology .Y¥

Stylistic Theoretical Framework—Pragma Y.\

stylistic analysis, an interdisciplinary method that —The study adopts a pragmatic
s. Context, intention, and focuses on how language use interacts with its surrounding
stylistic decisions are important ideas in this analytical paradigm. It is essential to
comprehend context since it influences how interlocutors understand and comprehend
Reference, politeness techniques, and speech act ('Lp. <Y« +eNorrick, ) messages
theory are a few important pragmatic tools. Rhetorical devices, lexical and syntactic
.p Y. .¢Simpson, ) .choices, and other stylistic elements are employed in this study

('W
3.2. Data Collection Criterion

The Golden Letter of Imam Ridha is the data of the present research. It consists of
three parts: introduction, body, and conclusion. The introduction involves a formal
salutation and a statement of theme, whereas the medical techniques and practical
devices are found in the body. It ends with a prayer. In order to ensure a
comprehensive analysis, representative extracts from various sections of the letter

have been randomly selected.

3.3 Analysis and Findings
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\ Extract

s1l (a ciiia J<ly 4 @llay lg0 A Jaa a el Oad) Jiw Al dag o A Ol(Ciagall sally ale)
(el Jlia Jo cunad alal) oda ¢ Clldg caady yuxig £lgal) (pa Cilia

Pragmatic Analysis

This extract uses a variety of speech acts. First, the use of expressive speech act
since the phrase expresses a belief in divine testing and the provision of treatments.

Second, this statement comprises a directive speech act since it urges people to see
k acceptable behavior and treatments. Moreover, showing that there are solutions for
various challenges in life indicates the use of the commission speech act. Concerning
positive politeness strategies, it is noted that the text implicitly praises the functionality
of the human body by comparing it to a kingdom and it seeks agreement assuming

shared belief in God. This enhances the addressee's positive face needs.

However, two negative politeness strategies are found: hedging with the word Jias
that make the addressee not obliged to agree with the speaker and minimization
through suggesting the possibility of having a remedy for any disease. There are
three types of reference used in this text: anaphoric in the expression u(to it) that
refers back to the body (¢adl), cataphoric in the phrase "alua¥) sia" (these bodies)
which anticipates the subsequent explanation of how these bodies were created, and

the exaphoric reference in the expression (sl ):LJL)) .
Stylistic Analysis

This extract uses a number of stylistic devices to communicate efficiently and

convincingly its point:
1. Parallelism is utilized twice to create balance, clarity and rhythmic tone in
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(5199 A Jaa Aa oy Gl Jiw al) ,(Laedlig caad)
(1530 O dhia o1l (e Ciiia JSl)

2. The passage's main idea is reinforced by alliteration and assonance in gl
slsally and gl ¢4, where the phrase (uiiw) is repeated

3. Metaphor in comparing the human body to a kingdom. It suggests that the
body is a complex and finely tuned system, created with divine precision.

4. The general tone of respect and awe is enhanced by the use of formal and ele
vated vocabulary, such as " Ja; 3" (exalted and majestic) to allude to God.

5. Technical terms: The use of terms like "¢|,2' (medicine) and ' ,ux' (treatment)
demonstrates the author's familiarity with medical concepts, adding credibility to

the argument.

Extract 2
(sl s ellal) ML GSaully dlal) led) agile Ao (Mangy laruy Oludy liss Oladl)
Pragmatic Analysis

It is obvious that this extract does not involve clear politeness markers, as the
language used is assertive and direct. Nevertheless, comparing the body to a king
with hands and legs as servants assumes the existence of implicit politeness .Two
types of speech acts are utilized: assertive speech act and descriptive speech act

that describes vividly the body’s functions in the expression:

Qlss gull) (
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The extract makes extensive use of exospheric references, which are references to

sources outside of the text. In this instance, the "king" alludes to the body or intellect

as a whole, established within the text's larger context.
Stylistic Analysis

1. Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds: The repeated short {'a' sound (as in

"Old Solise” Colall’, ete.) contributes to a rhythmic and musical quality. This creates

a sense of unity and cohesion within the text.

2. Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds: The repetition of the "' sound in
"oladl and "¢dallg' creates a sense of emphasis and draws attention to the subject

matter.

3. Parallelism: Similar sentence structure: The parallel structure of "laaug la' and
"dlall odaY" emphasizes the coordinated actions of the hands and legs. This creates a

sense of balance and harmony.

4. Metaphor: The entire passage is a metaphor where the human body is compared
to a kingdom. The hands and legs are personified as servants carrying out the
commands of the 'king'. This metaphor helps to visualize the complex relationships

between the different parts of the body.

5. Ellipsis: The subject gladl is omitted in the second part of the sentence and

creates a more concise and impactful statement

Alal) Lagal) ag b Ao (Blaryg

Extract 3
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dibyg disea 4fisg oUdly Uildg oliddig olisc g 03a 19 ol e ¥y duad) 4l)fg 4uld Sllal) Cinig

g 4ilaag
Pragmatic analysis

The text commits to the idea that the body operates under a hierarchical system. The
metaphoric sense in it conveys the message indirectly; hence free the addressee

from any commitment.
Stylistic analysis

Parallelism: The repeated structure of "¢\ge¥ly..." (@nd his servants are...) followed by

various body parts creates a strong sense of parallelism.

Personification: The body parts are given human-like qualities and roles, as if they

are servants of a king.

Repetition: The repetition of "Jly' (and) at the beginning of each phrase creates a

sense of continuity and flow.
Extract 4

Alall g Aa Wb SAy o) Ghaiy Ll ABbglay) dllall o o3Aay UM o) dwall Cuang
ol Ol £ LESLY) 56 (Al s b Loy quns 2 Lagha oo ia Lagd liale dllal) (k0 Lagal)
b EUY Gy LS SN (i ) Y YD B Ama i) e ISl a8 Legudny iy
Jlagall

Pragmatic Analysis

It is obvious that this text lacks explicit use of politeness strategies as it highly relies

on a metaphorical structure. The most prominent metaphor is the comparison of the
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human body to a kingdom. The ears are likened to servants who only enter the king's

presence with his permission. This metaphor helps to visualize the hierarchical
relationship between the mind (the king) and the senses (the ears). Personification is
also used where the ears are given human-like qualities, such as the ability to "enter"
and 'obey." Similarly, the king (the mind) is depicted as actively listening and

responding.
Stylistic Analysis
Parallelism

Paired phrases: The text uses parallel structures to emphasize connections between

ideas:

W MAY @) GhaEY LagsY afdglay) dldl o odaay Ul
oA (6 Lagpdany iy Gady Gladl) £ LYY 68 (Bl g
Simile: The final sentence

(Sl A AUN cpn WS BN cph @) employs a simile,
comparingthe function of the nose in speech to that of a flute blower.

This makes it easier to understand how the nose produces sound

Repetition: The repeated use of the word "&lll' reinforces the central metaphor and

emphasizes the dominant role of the mind.

Extract 5

Cun o hally el caaled ol QhAN Aull G Ajias sl o cisasal ually ooy
l@.ﬁ‘gj ISJ'J l.g.u*) J:JSJ l.e_'bw C\AHM@@Y} éﬂ s Lall Y A\Jj?g
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Pragmatic analysis

This extract involves assertive speech act, which asserts a comparison between the
human body, and fertile land and directive speech act of advice on how to care for
one's body. Two positive politeness strategies are found: respectful address in
addressing al Califa as (Commander of the Faithful) and shared knowledge. Hedging
as negative politeness strategy is utilized in the use of the sentences ('if you tend to
it' and 'neither increasing...nor decreasing') softens the imperative nature of the

advice, making it less demanding:

idarh dle (aBiYy (5% gLl (e I g LRadly Blealy caalal ¢

Stylistic analysis:

Agricultural metaphor: The central metaphor of comparing the body to land is a
common one in many cultures, often used to convey ideas about growth,

nourishment, and balance..

Parallelism : Repeating linguistic patterns gives the text a thematic coherence and a

musical rhythm as in (ilaid 4ia (aiiiYy § 28 elal) (pe A23Y Cua (e
) s Wry ASy ghles il
Extract 6

ol uudlly alabl] (o dpadenyy i dule oy lisea Filpileg il Cpiopal) ol didly
i dealy dudil

Pragmatic analysis
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The primary speech act is providing advice on dietary habits. Addressing the

individual as "Amir al-Mu'minin’ and assuming a shared understanding of the
importance of a balanced diet and good health are the positive pointless strategies
utilized. In addition to that, hedging is found in The use of phrases like "sd|g; L' (what
agrees with you) and "aiiwg (find pleasing) softens the imperative nature of the
advice, making it less demanding. Reference is obvious in the focus found in this
speech on balance and moderation in diet which is consistent with many traditional

medical systems, including those of the Islamic world.
Stylistic Analysis:

Parallelism: The repeated structure of "dijiugg ¢l dle o5hig clizea (Gdlgilag Clidg e’
creates a rhythmic and balanced sentence. The parallel phrases emphasize the

interconnectedness of factors to consider when choosing food and drink.
Alliteration in the expressions (liy ¢ disa ¢ Sldd)gla)

Repetition: The repetition of "<lad|gls’ (what agrees with you) reinforces the idea of

personal preference and suitability.

Extract 7

¢ Oglly Jall) quday ddy ¢ Lagy (gD Al aaeg " AT Adgly las¥) gau 4Gl ) Juad Ll
psallly bl g3l o 4@ Jaadany ¢ ol gy ¢ arld) Olalu adyy . a) (Cpli
 Caalally agilly Jad Jef A s ¢ pLally ALaad sy ChE) il ¢ Cuipmadl] Gy
dalaally sadl) 48 Jariuny Jganal) i 43 2aayg

Directness: This extract offers more straightforward advice than the others do, which

may indicate a change in the rhetorical context.
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Shared Knowledge: The text assumes that readers are familiar with both standard

medical procedures and how the body varies with the seasons.
Speech Acts

It is clear that the definite prescriptions about the characteristics of Spring and the
corresponding medical and dietary practices represent an assertive speech act,
whereas a directive speech act is presented through the specific recommendations for

drink, food, and medical remedies.
References

Traditional Medicine: The text is deeply rooted in Islamic medical practices and
traditional Arabic, particularly the theory of the four humors (blood, phlegm, yellow
bile, and black bile).

Stylistic Devices

Parallelism: The repeated structure of phrases like " jlgilly Julll ulaig' (and nights and
days become pleasant)
highlights how the body is affected by seasonal variations and how they are interrelat

ed.. It also creates a rhythmic effect.

Repetition: The repetition of "¢y (and) at the beginning of many clauses

makes the concepts seem to flow and be connected..

Clarity and Conciseness:
Without superfluous flourishes, the language is straightforward and unambiguous.

This is common for writings that seek to offer helpful guidance.
Extract 9
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Gl ¢ 5l ele (a £ra uady dlgda 08 Talb is L day B a3 ¥ ol aleadl Jsia ciaf 13
O — aled dis Ale Sl plall Guay e uad 1 Jdy . ABRANS (bl aag (e - Al &) sl
. alaal) Jgaa

Politeness Strategies

Directness: The instruction is delivered in a straightforward way, even though there is

a use of hedging in the expression a sl o

Benefit promise: If they follow the advice,the speaker makes it apparent that receivers

will have no headaches
Speech Acts

Advice: A specific piece of advice is given in the text.

Promise: If the counsel is heeded, the speaker guarantees a favorable result.

Assurance: &} e L& o
(God willing) softens the command's directness and offers assurance.
References

Traditional medicine: The advice is rooted in traditional medical practices and

beliefs about the body and its ailments.
Stylistic Devices

Conditional clause: The use of "y (if) creates a conditional statement, linking the

action of drinking water to the desired outcome of avoiding headaches.

Repetition: The repetition of "' (then) emphasizes the sequential nature of the

advice and its outcome.
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Parallelism: The parallel structure of "isailly i) s (headache and migraine)

highlights the two ailments that the advice is intended to prevent.

Extract 10

AL il o cuay  aaladly Loy Gagaally Algdly plSad) J8 cianial 1A Ciuall A Lalg
Lol s lay ddyl)

Politeness Strategies:

Based on the context and the writer—
reader connection, we can deduce some underlying politeness tactics even though th
e text doesn't specifically use the linguistic markers usually associated with positive a

nd negative politeness:
Implicit politeness:

Implied Benevolence: By providing health advice, the text may be interpreted as a ge
sture of goodwill and care for the reader's welfare.

One could classify this tacit kindness as a type of positive politeness.

Respect for Tradition: The passage refers to conventional medical procedures, implyi
ng a reverence for customs and cultural history.

Given that it recognizes the reader's cultural background, this is

an unspoken politeness.
Speech Acts

Suggestion: The text provides a detailed suggestion for summertime post-

cupping therapy. Prescription: The advice offers a form of medication or prescription.

References
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Traditional medicine: The text is rooted in traditional Arabic and Islamic medical

practices, which often involved cupping and specific dietary recommendations.

Humoral theory: The recommendation of sour foods might be linked to the humoral

theory, which suggests that certain foods can help balance bodily humors.
Stylistic Devices

Parallelism: The list of items
"zl ey sagadlly' (Vinegar, jelly, and popsicles) is memorable and rhythmic due t
o its parallel structure.

Juxtaposition: This illustrates how several traditional medical practices are interrelate

d by contrasting cupping, a medical treatment, with particular meals and a scented oil

Assonance: Although not explicitly mentioned in this brief passage, the Arabic origin
al may contain oblique examples of assonance, or the recurrence of vowel sounds.
The repeated use of the long "a" sound in "Jells (a paall Lyl is one example.
Alliteration: Although less obvious, the Arabic original may contain faint examples of a
lliteration, or the repetition of consonants.

The recurrence of a word or phrase at the start of subsequent clauses or sentences i
S anaphora.
Although not stated directly in this passage, the parallel structure of "Jells (a sadlls

L has a comparable result "

3.4 The Use of Passivization:

It has been noticed that the Imam often prefers to deliver his message indirectly by

using passive voice as in the following examples:
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Cla s 2 aningg

Lawls aalll Jslg cail) g A 4o
aalally agilly Juad JS) 4 g

Nevertheless, sometimes he addresses his receivers directly by using imperative to

make his style interesting:

(W) 5 Lally Juie )

(4 clly glalall (o sy 8

(Flsed) Jsd cadtal 131)

(saly ey B banall B daudly (o) ganl o) cuiasall spally ialy)

3.5 Intertextuality

Some Expressions in the Golden Letter with Reference to Quran

Imam Ridha begins this letter by using the expression "4l cwaiclgwhich is related to

the qur'anic verse:

" 2

i by A g 88 Gl awainy e

(Y V: Ohee J))

The word <\ in Qura'n is equivelant to the word ¢}

(oV: Luig) "osmall B Ll plidy' [ (80 cliad ) "plidg s |gial (pdl oA JE

The word (laa ¢)y5 has a reference in the Qur'an:



"slab Ladg &bl ALY Al Juas Gilaa sl dlall oY

(Voor siasal)) (Csfrm age A B by Cny)

(o7 :lal) (aSigtil gl a<td Gilaa £y (0 sl lolia cagaiila 13ly)
Ll A g in Wt Say ) G LY

(VF seladll) (s (e Comniligngt Miiagl s et} Liagl L)

Y B dnpah V) Gual Sl Ghry oo Legudany ey Gy Glalll LESLY) 558 (il uly’
SIS e Y Y

(Ol olipsng iy Gheady (e A1 (3183 )

(Y= Azald))

"y o) (B gl Jualy Jlakal (B sl Jualy

(48 o Olad¥) LI 061 Alglag Allgy ALl 13gy o cuily all) gy andlY)

(€—1:aL)

I3 Alraly cludil o)a8 Giydlly alakall (e Adpaladiy dliyy gl (ggiyg cliza Gllgale BT

We find many qur'anic verses call people to be moderate in eating and drinking :
(VY s OBAN) (Lalgd ) G (S5 o8y aly lsdpm ol 19BAI 1D g/ (LsBpmdidy Lgasdily 151S)

LS (rssliy ¢y gaiaty L9 88 Cudlly JUEY) Wghiad (e g3 clia cilallial) fslaeg ghal cpdl) Jay A )
(bt gsls

(Y Y:2e34)



Baaly LA as IS JSL Cial) B alS3l pla 135

(Wt gty cra ) culi Laa oAy dlyy W pald aalg alab o jual o) gl o8 3g)

4. Findings

The pragma-stylistic analysis of selected extract of Imam Ridha' Golden Letter has

revealed the following findings:

1. Dominance of Metaphor: The heavy reliance on metaphor is a recurrent topic.
It is common to compare the human body to a garden, a kingdom, or other intricate s
ystems.

This gives the text more depth and richness in addition to improving comprehension.

2.Parallelism and Repetition: The text has a rhythmic and memorable aspect due to t
he frequent use of parallelism and repetition. These tools also highlight key points

and relationships.

3. Directive and Assertive Speech Acts: The texts primarily employ directive speech
acts to offer guidance or instructions and assertive speech acts to communicate

factual information.

4. Functional Use of Language: Persuasion, instruction, and information are the main
purposes of language. The dissemination of useful information and guidance is clearly

the main goal.

5. Politeness strategies: Even though the text employs both explicit and implicit
politeness, implicit politeness is more common. Hence, shared knowledge, respect for
tradition, and benefit-oriented advice are the implicit politeness strategies utilized in
this text.



6. Rhetorical devices, such as anaphora and metaphor, enhance the letter's impact.

7. Cultural and Historical Context: The text's strong Islamic and Arabic cultural roots
are emphasized by the allusions to conventional medical procedures such humoral

theory and cupping.

Conclusion .¢

Imam Ridha's Golden Letter is a masterful piece of Islamic literature that employs a
variety of communication strategies to convey its message. By analyzing these
strategies, we can gain a deeper understanding of the letter's purpose, its intended
audience, and its effectiveness in influencing its readers. The letter's combination of
direct and indirect speech acts, politeness strategies, rhetorical devices, and cultural
references demonstrates Imam Ridha's skill as a communicator. He is able to convey
complex ideas in a clear, concise, and persuasive manner, while also maintaining a
respectful and harmonious relationship with his audience. Imam Ridha's Golden Letter
is a masterful piece of Islamic literature that demonstrates the power of effective
communication. lIts strategies continue to inspire and influence writers and speakers
today. The overall style of the text is characterized by its simplicity, directness, and

focus on providing practical advice.
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