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The Normativity of Performance Duration among Contemporary Quranic
Reciters: An Experimental Phonetic Study
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Abstract
This study addresses the problematic issue of measuring phonetic phenomena in the

Quranic recitation of contemporary reciters using a time-based unit known as the
performance duration (Al-Harakah). This unit is derived by some scholars from
grammatical inflection (Al-Harakah Al-I'rabiyyah) and by others from linguistic
vowel duration.

Furthermore, the research investigates the performance criteria that rely on this
standard as a temporal measure to quantify vocalization duration within phonetic
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phenomena. It yields significant findings regarding the temporal phonetic variations
in performance from one reciter to another. Additionally, it highlights the temporal
differences in vocalization, contrasting the guidelines established by early scholars of
Quranic recitation with the contemporary practice of Iraqi reciters.

The study reveals that modern lragi recitation relies on the timing of vowels and
consonants according to standards that may deviate from traditional performance
rules, shifting instead toward a rhythmic intuition characterized by the melodic
chanting of the Quranic text and the integration of musical modes (Magamat) into the
phonetic articulation of recitation.

Keywords: Performance Duration (Al-Harakah), Quranic Recitation, Phonetics,
Experimental, Normativity, Contemporary Reciters.
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